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DAY ONE: TUESDAY 14TH OCTOBER - Te Papa, Wellington
0900 Registrations, tea and coffee on arrival

Session 1

1000	 Kaumatua - Whakatau

1010	 Ross Abercrombie: welcome from NZARM president 

1015	 Fran Wilde (GW Chair): Open conference

1025	 Keynote speaker: Federated Farmers President, Dr William Rolleston -  A farmers’ perspective of engagement, collaboration 	
	 and action – what is happening, what is working, where the frustrations/bottlenecks may be and where to from here. 

1100	 Speaker: Dr Alison Dewes (Headlands)- Farming through a period of troubled waters in NZ

1130	 Speaker: Rod Oram - National Objectives Framework:  A start - but a very shaky one - to freshwater regulation

1200	 LUNCH

Session 2 	 Engagement/ Collaboration 

1245	 Alistair Smail - (GW) -  Greater Wellington’s Ruamahanga Catchment Whaitua Process 

1305	 Michael Basset-Foss (GW)- The Wairarapa Water-Use Project

1325	 Judith Earl-Goulet (ECan)- Canterbury water management strategy - Aspirations to Action

1345	 Helen Moodie - (Dairy NZ)- Farming with Limits- Northland Style

1405	 Esther Dijkstra (Mangatarere Restoration Society) - Community Engagement in the Mangatarere Catchment

1425	 Questions

1445	 AFTERNOON TEA	

Session 3 	 Collaboration/Action

1515	 Stuart Taylor/ Kerry Hudson (MPI/ Gisborne DC) - Restoring the Waiapu catchment

1535	 Peter Handford – Porirua Harbour Project

1555	 Judith Neilson - (ECan) Wainono Lagoon Restoration Project

1615	 Lucy McKergow (NIWA) - Maximising the effectiveness of Farm Plans

1635	 Andrew Manderson (Landcare Research) - Modernising Land Use Capability to keep pace with the evolving beast 		
	 of resource management in New Zealand

1655	 Debate/Questions

DAY TWO: WEDNESDAY 15TH OCTOBER
Field Trip - Wairarapa Valley Field Trip
0800	 Buses depart Te Papa to Featherston. Field Trip of the Wairarapa Valley including

•	 	Wairarapa Moana - Engaging with Stakeholders

•	 	Wairio Wetland - Partnerships in Action

•	 	Hiwinui Forest - Forestry Sale

•	 	Wairarapa Water Use Project proposed dam site

•	 	Mangatarere Valley - Farm plan project

1600	 Arrive at Copthorne Masteron

1630	 NZARM AGM

1700	 Happy Hour

1800	 Conference Dinner

DAY THREE: THURSDAY 16TH OCTOBER
Field Trip - Wairarapa Hill Country Field Trip
0800	 Buses depart.  Field trip of Wairarapa Hill country including

•	 Akura poplar and willow nursery

•	 Long term engagement in action: Wairarapa Hill Country 

1545	 Return to Wellington Airport
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ROD ORAM
Rod Oram is an inspiring and well researched journalist/speaker on corporate, economic and 
political issues - he’s a regular broadcaster on radio and television; a columnist for the Sunday 
Star Times and has contributed to several regional economic development projects.  

Rod Oram has more than 30 years experience as an international financial journalist and has 
worked in Europe and North America for leading publications such as the “Financial Times” of 
London. His career with the Financial Times spanned 18 years as an editor and writer based in 
London and New York and he has also travelled extensively in North America, Europe and Asia.

He’s an independent operator, broadcaster and an Adjunct Professor in the New Zealand Centre 
for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Unitec, Auckland’s technology tertiary institution and 
has contributed to several regional economic development projects.

He’s a regular broadcaster on radio and television; a frequent public speaker on business and 
economic issues and an occasional correspondent for the Financial Times.

SPEAKERS

ALISON DEWES
Alison trained at Massey and practised as a large animal veterinarian throughout the Waikato, 
Taranaki and Bay of Plenty and worked in a flying vet practice in Queensland.  

She has dairy farmed in both NZ and Australia for 25 years. While farming in Australia with 
her family, she assisted in the design and implementation of the “On Farm Quality Assurance 
Schemes” for Nestle, and then managed the establishment of Intelact Agribusiness Consultancy 
in Australia before joining Commonwealth Bank of Australia in 2007. 

Since returning to NZ at the end of 2009, Alison has undertaken post graduate study in 
freshwater ecology, policy and nutrient management in agriculture and has been an expert 
witness for a number of regional plan changes across NZ. 

Alison is lead consultant for Headlands, a new and growing agribusiness consultancy that 
specialises in helping farmers design their farm systems with the future in mind: (optimal profit, 
minimal footprint).

DR WILLIAM ROLLESTON
Dr William Rolleston is a South Canterbury farmer and founding shareholder and director 
of South Pacific Sera. A former South Canterbury provincial president, Dr Rolleston is on the 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment’s Science Committee.
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For more information on the programme please contact:

Tony Faulkner
Greater Wellington Regional Council 
06 826 1563
tony.faulkner@gw.govt.nz


